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Course Aims: Generativity can briefly be described as a personal legacy that is meant to serve
the interests of future generations. Positive contributions to the next generation
are manifest through parenting, teaching, mentoring, leadership, creativity, and
care in order to leave one’s constructive legacy of the self for the future. By
mutuality of benefit, generativity may serve as a bridge among the generations,
strengthening social solidarity and relational responsibility. The globalised
world has imposed many new challenges on identity formation; and on
generativity as a main evolutionary, “life-affirming psychological force”
(McAdams, 2018:251). Key elements of today’s crisis discourses are related to
unsustainability: to environmental problems with a strong focus on climate
change and issues of responsible consumption; to population growth and
migration; ageing societies; and even to the impact of substantial changes in
communication patterns on identity formation.

Learning Students will be familiarized with the theory of generativity and its relevance in

Outcomes: the area of social ecology.

Knowledge

Learning Students will be able to interpret

Ou_tcomes: a variety of social phenomena in the context a generativity;

Skills relate social and ecological crises to problems in generative behaviour

understand that generativity is a key to sustainability
by these understandings, transform “generativity frustration” into resources
for community development
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